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PART IV
~'The Pattern of Agricultura

Parms: Numbei éﬁd-Size:

The great majority of farms in Garfield County are unite of medium and
large size. The biggest class is large farms with over 1,000 aeres each, The
Census of Agriculture reported 300 farms in the county in 195L, with 116 . .
classed as large farms. This was a decline of 20 units since' 1950 and foilows
a continuous decline since 1945, The average gize of farm reached a new peak
in 1954 of 1,163 acres, the fifth highest in the state, The total land in
farms reached: 348,900 acres, This was the highest since the peak year of 1940
with 379,700 dcres, : - ‘ i

As a general trend, farm holdings have become larger over time as the
number of farms decreased and the land in farms inereasedy In 1900 there were
521 farms in Garfield County compared with the 300 units reported in 195k,
About three-fourths of the farm land is in the 116 large farms, Only 20 farms
in the county contained less than 100 acresin 195), These small farms have
been disappearing at a fast rate.in recent years, While the number of large
farms has decreased, aleo, the total acreage in large farms increased. about

-~ M

10,000 atrea between 1950 and 195L, The gize of farm hds resulted from large

scale dryland farming and land acquisition methods, o
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Table 10, Farms, Number gnd%Average Sipe, Land in Farms
Carfield County, 1900195k

. : Average size |
apmin | TOtal County . Percent of
Total Farms of farms in TR
Year | °; e area in farms County area
in County ‘ the county _ :
L (achS,;)_‘;., . {acres) . in ;‘{;Inls
oo 1900 . 521 257,826 | LOh8 1 56l
- 1910, 50k - 31,609 7 | 62he2 -t . 68,8
1920 - 413 3,182 | 760,71 68,7
1925 | - Lho - 352,3k7 : < B00,8 ] . 77.1
1930 - 393 - 357,086 908,66 7841
Jlsho - "33 - ’ 379;693 NS 1,1336h o 83,1
1945 369 3hh,096 932,5 .1 - T5.3 -
1950 320 . 342,791 1,071.2 | 75.0°
195h{- - 300 . |- 34u8;869 I '1,162,9: 7663

‘S'ou_rcez U 8. Céﬁsﬁs s jA,cvrieuiﬂiure

Table 1}« Large FarmsNumberand General Land Use
: o - Garfield County, 195k . o

e d i _ Farms— | Faris
Land Utilization on Y

1,000 o {5,000 acres

Large Farms 1,999 acrss | and over
Number of farmgee-. i LUl foyms | - 5 farms
Land in farmge-emmeeeecacconeoa 121,61 acres | 42,943 acres
Cropland harvested=eewmmveoaecen | 65,320 acres | 9,563 acres -
Cropland used only for pasture--| 2,693 acres| ==

Mamaau™ oot o .

Uropland not harvested ard not

pastured (idle, fallow land) 48,655 acres 8,250 acres

Woodland pasturede-e--we-weemm-=| 6,641 acres | 300 acres
Woodland not pasturedmwse-—--wec| 2,43 acres | == .
Other pasture (rict cropland ™

and not wbod;and)----_.‘_.-- ----- -1 87,042 acres | 24,697 acres

" Source: U, S, Census, Agriculture
Farm Terure -

Since about 1930, the majority of Garfield County farms have been operated
by tenants, In reecent years the percentage has declined with about two~fifths
of the county's farms being operated by tenants in 1954, The proportion of
farms operated by full owners has remained about steady at 28 percent since
1945, This varies from the state pattern of farm ownership-~75 percent of all
the farms being owned and operated by full owners, The percentage of part-time
farms (a method where land or parts of a farm are rented, although the renter
stil) owns a farm) has remained steady with three-tenths of the county!s farms
operated in this manner since 1945. Managers have never been numerous and the
number of farme operated by managers has remained almost copstant since 1940,

During the 71930's managers were more numerous than at any other period, Tenants
and full owners have declined in importance over the years while part ownership
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inereased during recent years, Tenanﬁs still harvest the most cropland
followed by part ownere, full ownera and managers in order of Amportance,

Table 12,~ Farm Tenancy, Number and Percent of Farms
B,)r Tenure of Operator, Garfield Gourrt'.y

1925-195h

Nunber PFnll Owners Part Owners | " Manapets Tenants
Year [Faris in nurmber |percent | number |percent | numbetipereent | number [percent
County of of all] of° | of 211" of* | of all{ of of all
farmg! farmg | farms! farms | farmgl farms | farms| farms
1925| ALo 7L | 3849 | 108 | 24,5 |. 2 5. 1 159 | 36,1
19301 393 109 | 27.7 1 .11k | 29,0 5 |..1e3 | 165 | k2.0
}g_3§ l.lz 127 30.5 0L 2ke9. 6 | 1ah 180 | k3.2
19u0| 335 113 | 33,1 99§ 29,6 | .3 | . 9. | 122} 36.4
1945 369 05 | 28,5 | 93| 25.2]. 2 [, a5 | 69 k58
1950| 320 86 | 26,9 1 951 29.7.] .3 | 49 |-136 | L2.5
19541 300 85 | 28,3 | .98 ] 293 | .2 o7, | 125 | ld.7

Sources U. S. ‘Census, Agriculture

fiarfield aor ien’l?nrn is nn'f agnastly A-Iva'ﬂn-iﬂnﬂ Over faur-fifths of the
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county !'s farms are cash graln farms, Cash grain (wheat and barley) fa
numbered 227 in 195k, There were 17 farms tlassed &s general fazms that spec~

ialized in erops and livestock, Livestock other than dairy and poultry were
the main source of ineome on 10 ether farms, In additien, there were 5 dairy

and 5 poultry farms enumerated in the 1954 Census, One farm was classed as 2
_ vogetable farm, Elsven’ others were miscallanssus or ‘unclassified, There were
" decreases in all speclaltiss between 19L5 and 195 exeept for cash grain’

' ~£az-mine which gained 8 farms, One vegetable farm was alse reported in 1949,

s ama.ller farms haVa baen cumbined, divers;f:i.cation has decreased.
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Sines 1950 the value of fam land and buildings has :lncreaaed by 30 per=
cent in Garfield County, Farm resl-estate mnd property was-at ‘its lowest
level around 1940 when the averags was only $25 per acre, The average value
per farm and per acre was four times greater in 1950 than during 1940, BSince
1940, lani priee inoreases: have follcmed 2 general. trend of increased value of
£am real ast.a‘t-e. ,

] ‘rable :U.;.- Valae of Farm Property
" Garfield County, 1920-19%5kL r
Total Value nwnt* Average Valus o
Year | A1 Farm Proper‘by Per Farm . Per Acre
_ in Coumty = “|° (dollars) (dollars) . =
L4920 1 - .3195971&.3&1 v @ h3,2h5 - § 66585.," o
9 628 627 28.7&2 25,36 W T ke
28,597:120 89 365 . 80.99
i'__.h,"‘,_*Smrcgs fl s.hcanaus, &g;cnlture
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?’ single_laTgest land use on:derfield cmmy mu,
i aﬁé@ﬁ!ﬂ:—inx; 265 132.h00 acrea-sﬁ pomeni-. of $he total,. This is-typical-of this

rogron of ‘the ‘state. The sagond. largent nge w;arczopland which. totaled: 113,000

*“geres; or aboq'ﬁ oné~third of .the land in fmu. -Id}e..cropland: including- sunmer

fallow Pepiesants the third largest 1and use, In 1954, there wore 82 ,600 acres

ql
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uged in this manner, Woodlands on farms total almost 12,000 acres in the.
county, About 8,400 acres of woodlands were pastured in *195) whide 3,400
aores wore not pagtured. Cropland used only for pasture ascounted for 6,200
acres or about 2 percent of the land in farms, There were 700 acres of imses
proved pasture in 1954, Cropland harvested has increased much more than land
in farms since 1949, An inorease of about 16,000 acres in harvested eropland
occurred between 1949 and 195L, .This was an increase of one-gixth in the

‘total, The acreage devoted to other land uses, with the exception of woodw

lands, deoreased during this period,

Cropland
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farmg on a part-time basis., About 7 percent of Garfield County farmers worked

off the farm 100 days or more, Slightly over 7 -percent, or 22 farmers in all,
earned more from this nonfarm employment than they did from the ‘sales of

- neder  Cacmame L e . ama o
producte off their lands, Seasonal work-on other farms and various town Jobs

provided the most opportunities for of f=farm work, OCash crops grown on most
of the farms leave farmers idle time during parts of the year.

The Cengus of 1954 alse showsd that 36 of the G unty 's faﬁ“nafﬁ did not

live on the farm that they operated, This was ons o of evary eight farmers
in the county, .Inwmany cases, farm operators live m town removed from the
wheat or lives'bock farm Which they operat.e in a remote ooun’t.y area,
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; ield Courrby',t‘arm ;wnes and,.ﬂam ogeratj.onaxwere amuch“ tter
unlppeq ‘w:f.tn nousehgld ,convepiances -and. laborrsaving, devices than in‘eariier
LY Ce mus ﬁériods. About nme out oi‘ e,very ten .farms, rgmd electricitysmue ale
SR moé% A6 many had te},,ephon‘es. ,,,,, pg%on Btate, averaqes: for .these facilities
“"én a’,’r_‘ era 97 and- 1"& ercen ;{ ,egpect:[vslys. ;Almost twomthirds had home
- !,y.‘ueezera nd ov er one-mrq had- &élmsion set. About nine-t.enths of Zthe
v farm plases ‘also Wad. piped winning ’wat.er.'{: D o e -

e, ?1“.,,“,

‘Garfield: County is well-mechanized for field erop farming, Nearly all
farms have tractors, métortrucks and automobiles. In degree of mechanization
in the gereral state picture, the-county ranks fourteenth in the state in
mumber of grain cmnbines. “About. one~quiarter of ‘the- county 1s. fa.rms had power
feed’ grinders. Only 15 farms had pick«-up Hay balers and field forage hare
vesters, Almost ae many had an eleotric pig brooder. Also.ons out of every
ten had '« milking machine, The largest new imestments and. add:.tions in
equipment; since 1950 have come in grain combines, pick-up hay balera and hame
freezersu y :

t u‘ l‘

Table 1Se= Specified Facilitids and Equipment on Fam
Carfield County, 1954 bl

4 '. . 5 - vre .
N——————
I arms in County
> Equipment Item Farms Using Fquipped
'Ie}.l:lpuunUao Ere 0o anes . 7 . 262 . S ,'"". . U!.J
E'leo*brif:ity....._.. q.o-oo ve :j' \270 R 9040 .
Televisj.on sef..o....occnooc"' : 107 o ‘-35'7 ‘
Piped mnning watero.oc-oooo 263 87‘7 S
Ho‘m.e heezer..-.l...’...".' 195 65.'0
Ea.ectric pig bI‘OOdGI'. r'} . o [ XN R ] . JJ-‘ ] . }I‘ h.?
Pwei" feed grinder. o v. 3 rese i.‘ ":: e 72 ] "Zh,O
Milking machir[e... .Qalocoot e 28 -~ 9.3 X
G!‘ﬂ"i“ ﬁﬂ“bines. 'q". pqg‘ou qr.-: -" ‘ ’ 190 : e v :‘ ‘63Q3 ':Ns"":-’r‘
Corn piekersu-.............' T emea s, -
Pick"up balerSeseessssscrnce 15,, S S ; -:.5!6':;":.:'3’: - 1
Field forage harvesterseoses 2 P ¢
Arti_!iciﬂ pondsy, reservedra . - o . F- - B iR
and earth tmkscoo X ¢ my®
T r‘- ". e

Pk Irrigatio'x and Facilities . e y
: .oO: Pals WTTARTELL MR R ‘m‘ | . ,': g '.:. e
sl j-’fé,‘bion '18 not 1mpm*t ant-in th‘é""‘overa}:l ﬁctwe of a.gr_;cultur;g Y
;sGarﬁ:éa’ld Couity o There were: ‘1‘2"’1'" s that iTﬁgéted &rops or pqstu;‘& in 195!;.
‘Only sisfie: thees irrigatedi al all ‘o’ %hei.r crqpland. &‘hese farms irrigated 232
acres during 1954, The total irrigated cropland it the county was 1,400 acres,

F'i
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Thie was a 50 percent increase in irrigated acreage over 1950, The average

farm using irrigation contained about 2,030 acres,

Irrigation facilities in the coﬁnty are privately owned, There were 22
farms with artificial ponds, reservoirs and earth tanks, Many of the systems

. . Irrigated land in farms according to use:

ation although gravity systems are also populal, .

Because of a dry summer climate, irrigation is necessary for some crops,
Alfalfa for hay was the leading crop irrigated with 770 acres, Sugar beets
accounted for 190 acres, Most of the remainder of the irrigated cropland was
divided among the small grains, Seventeen farms reported irrigating a-total

‘af 270 acres of pasture during 195k, '

" Table 16,~ Irrigeted Farms: Number and Acreage
Garfield County, 1950 and 1954

Item - 1950 1954

Number of irriga‘bed fmsoovootooootooooo 32 hz
Land imgatedo.tvoocoooooeoecoocoaoooo-uo 93h acrea 1,1409 acres

Farme irrigating ¢ropsvecececevssces i : 32 ?
Farms irrigating -p&atureno-o---‘-o;o 3 - - 17
Acres of crops irrigatedeiseevscreses | 919 1,140
Acres of paaihure irrigatad. evesasses 35 269

Source: U, S. Census, Agriculture



